Tillandsia ‘Pink Plume’ by Derek Butcher May 2016
This name has been in circulation for many years and according to the BCR was a name used by RainForest Flora since at least 1980. We know little about this plant or even why it was linked to T. lindenii and not T. cyanea or a hybrid between the two. History shows us that in the 1870’s there was great discussion as to which was which from detail given by Lyman Smith (1951).The main difference appears to be that T. lindenii has a long peduncle (was called scape)  and T. cyanea has a short peduncle.  From the horticultural point of view both species were very popular with much hybridising having been done if we read Dutrie (1947). Therefore a very high proportion of plants in cultivation these days would have strong links with horticulture rather than collections in the wild. Also the crossing between these 2 species would surely give a medium sized peduncle!
Investigation in Australia in recent months show that sporting to pink petals ( be it almost white to ‘standard’ pink) seems to occur fairly regularly whether you have a ‘new’ cultivar or an ‘old’ cultivar. 20 years ago I would have been disputing these claims of colour changes in photos because the beta cyanin in the blue petals created havoc with colour film irrespective of brand and produced reddish tones. We argued this point for many years in Adelaide and never came up with an answer. I had thought that digital cameras might have solved the problem but the early versions seemed to depend on the make of camera. Luckily this problem seems to have disappeared. We know that botanists are shy when it comes to colours ( seen a herbarium specimen lately!) but they do refer to bluish tones in these two species without any reference to reddish tones. To me it suggests that man-made inbreeding has caused instability.
Many of these cultivars originate in Europe because of their popularity in the European trade. The European trade is different to that in Australia because there they are competing with the cut flower trade. Therefore at the point of sale, sellers cull ruthlessly so that plants sold are true to name. In Australia many plants are grown on by hobbyists for secondary flowering and culling does not occur.

Should these pink flowered sports be given separate names or will one name be sufficient for the lot? After all, a cultivar is 
cultivar: Produced in cultivation as opposed to one growing in habitat; – an assemblage of plants that has been selected for a particular attribute or combination of attributes and that is clearly distinct, uniform, and stable in these characteristics and that when propagated by appropriate means retains those characteristics. 

In this case if you get a T. lindenii/cyanea looking plant that has sported  to having pink petals then all can have the name ‘Pink Plume’.
Why this action? Well, there is a plant called ‘Pinkie’ circulating in Australia and nobody knows where it came from or who named it. If you look up the BCR you will find a ‘Pinkie’ but it is a form of T. ionantha and the name linked to T. lindenii/cyanea is illegitimate.
